Music at Raddlebarn
Intent
Music is a universal language which embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.
We believe that a high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. Through music, we want our pupils to become mentally and emotionally happy and resilient citizens ready for the challenges of the twenty-first century.
Our objective is for all pupils to acquire skills and gain experience in a wide range of musical dimensions, as well as developing an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music. We encourage respect for the role that music may play and the way in which it may be expressed in any person’s life. We are committed to ensuring that pupils understand the value and importance of music to their own and others’ lives, and also its impact in the wider community. We aim to provide opportunities for our pupils to use their musical skills, knowledge and experiences to involve themselves in music in a variety of different contexts both now and in the future.
Implementation
Here at Raddlebarn Primary School music plays an important part in school life and we are committed to making music an enjoyable learning experience which is accessible to all. Pupils are given opportunities to listen, sing and use their voices, play an instrument and perform both individually and in ensemble contexts. They are taught to evaluate, analyse and compose music across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions and genres.
All classes have a scheduled weekly lesson. Lessons are planned in line with the statements laid out in the National Curriculum and, from Year 1 through to Year 6, lessons are supported by Charanga, which is a published scheme with a wealth of resources. The curriculum is carefully planned and structured, building upon previous learning, thus ensuring the progression of skills across the school, but also seeking to challenge. 
The emphasis is on practical experiences through listening, singing, playing, improvising, composing and performing. Pupils learn about the elements and language of music so that they can understand and discuss how it is made and played. They also learn how to compose, focussing on the different dimensions of music. This, in turn, feeds into their understanding when listening, playing and analysing music. This is embedded in classroom activities, as well as the weekly singing assemblies, class performances, the learning of instruments and performances in school ensembles, orchestra and other school performances. The curriculum for our younger children follows the Early Years Framework and Development Matters in the EYFS guidance, which aims for pupils in Foundation stage to develop an understanding and have experience of Expressive Art and Design.
In addition to the curriculum offer, at Raddlebarn we actively seek to enhance learning opportunities. Pupils are encouraged to take up instrumental lessons. These are taught by specialist teachers from Birmingham Music Service. There is a wide choice of instrument teaching from violin, viola, cello, double bass, woodwind and brass, as well as guitar. We are fortunate to have a strings ensemble, which rehearses weekly and regularly performs in concerts both within school and in the community. Opportunities are also available to take part in workshops and concerts at local venues, playing alongside other primary schools in Birmingham. 
We have a KS1 and a KS2 choir which meet to practise once a week. They represent the school at various community events. For example, they have performed at local care homes, at school fund-raising events and at our annual carol concert in the local church. We have developed links with local secondary schools who can offer musical performances and workshops for various year groups throughout the school year. All pupils have opportunities to showcase their talents at the end of the school year in our annual “Raddlebarn Rocks” event.
Impact
Progress in music is demonstrated by regularly reviewing the teaching and learning which is taking place in school. Our school reflection books and photographic evidence demonstrate the broad, well-balanced nature of the music curriculum, as well as enjoyment. Further evidence is also acquired through lesson observations, learning walks and pupil voice where children can show what they know and discuss their work confidently.
Our pupils have shared with us that they know why they are doing things, not just how. They understand and appreciate the value of music in the context of their personal wellbeing. By engaging pupils in musical experiences, we can offer them opportunities to develop skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning in other areas, as well as developing life skills such as listening skills, the ability to concentrate, creativity, self-confidence and a sensitivity towards others. 
Pupils become more reflective and learn how to express their own views and feelings. Music also promotes an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to pupils individually as well as ethnicities from across the world, thus enabling children to better understand the world we live in.

