History at Raddlebarn
Intent
At Raddlebarn we know that history is concerned with sequence, time and chronology. It is the study of evidence about the past, it gives us a sense of identity, and it is set within our social, political and cultural relationships.  We believe our history curriculum will fire our children’s curiosity and play an essential part in preparing them for living and working in the ever-changing society we live in today. 
We would like children at Raddlebarn to see the diversity of human experience and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society, as well as have an understanding of what they learn and how this can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values.   
Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history. We believe in whole-class teaching methods combined with enquiry-based research activities that will deepen their understanding of history beyond the classroom but also deepen their transferable problem solving skills across all subjects. We believe children learn best when they have access to, and are able to handle artefacts, share experiences and draw on the experience and expertise of others, and we strive to provide this for all of our learners across the school.   
We are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in history, to enable them to have a long-term interest in the subject that goes beyond the classroom.
Implementation
Our topics are informed by the National Curriculum and are coherently planned so that our pupils are encouraged to think critically, weigh evidence, develop perspective and judgement as well as consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced action.  Not forgetting, we also unpick history within living memory, to make clear associations with our past that generations before us have experienced. As they do this, children develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.  
Our broad and balanced history curriculum is accessible for all; we are sensitive to the experiences available to all our children beyond the classroom to ensure every child receives equal opportunity to succeed.
To complement this process, a bespoke integration of enquiry skills are built upon year by year so that when our children reach Year 6 they have the strong foundation of knowledge and skills to equip them for the next chapter in their lives.
Raddlebarn uses a variety of teaching and learning styles within our history lessons. We teach history in blocks throughout the year to ensure the children are fully immersed in the topic throughout the term.  This allows for a cross curricular approach which enables further contextual learning.
All children have access to trips, visits and experience days throughout their time at Raddlebarn.  We understand the impact of providing these opportunities for our pupils’ enjoyment and engagement of the subject. We utilise the local area and will organise visits into the community to support and enhance the learning. 
As part of our home-school learning relationships we use history Knowledge Organisers, to enhance the topic as well as give children additional information to learn at home.  A quick quiz at the start of the topic and end is then used to show the progress the children have made.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our history topics are collaboratively hand-picked to ensure the topics reflect prior knowledge and skills so these can be developed, challenged and strengthened as the children move through the school.   The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes into account the abilities, aptitudes, physical, emotional and intellectual development of our children.  
Impact
The impact of our child-centred history curriculum is evidenced in children’s books, our school website, displays, monitoring and through an open dialogue with our pupils about what they want from history at Raddlebarn.
Children’s books outline the inclusivity of our topics and differentiated work, the in-topic assessments that take place at the beginning and end of the unit of work through quick quizzes, show the progress made from each starting point. The progression of skills in historical enquiries across the school shows how the confidence to ask challenging questions, through learnt critical awareness of sources and evidence collection, results in a well-rounded emergence of primary age historians.
Through our links with community, we have seen our children enter city wide competitions for Local History as well as a Black History competition in collaboration with Birmingham University.  Raddlebarn children all won awards for these which meant they attended award ceremonies and their work being exhibited at Birmingham Central library.
Listening to our pupils' voice allows us to provide a curriculum tailored to meet the needs of our children, but it also deepens their understanding of history.  The children begin to understand the history curriculum and its shapes what else they would like to know and how they would like it to be taught.   This not only results in our pupils feeling valued, it also promotes their health and wellbeing that the school are listening to their contributions and they can see a tangible change in their curriculum is being planned and implemented.
